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Abstract



This dissertation delves into Israeli archives, conceptualizing them as sites of knowledge
production and not merely as repositories of information. Consequently, it regards these archives
as constituting a slew of violent practices that the archival authorities exact upon them and
through them. These practices lead to the consolidation of power and knowledge, a continuous
process which, in turn, leads to strengthening the hegemonic narrative and erasing the Palestinian
narrative. This study concerns itself with two main sources of power and violence: archival theft
and its attendant narrative violence, and censorship and the obstruction of access to archives.
Since archives are constituent parts of the settler-colonial regime in the very logic of their
formation, this dissertation argues that these archives are transitional and ever-changing, that
they aim to maintain the separation between the narrative of the rise of the nascent “State” and
the narrative of the theft of Palestinian land—and more broadly, the separation of the diverging
fates of Zionism and the Palestinians. This objective of founding a “‘state” on principles of
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“indigeneity,” “ethical purity,” and the abdication of violence, cannot be achieved without the
power of theft, destruction, erasure, and censorship that are the object of this study.

In Chapter Two, this study deconstructs the regime of archival theft of Palestinian archives,
regarding it as a transformational system for two conflicting memories and for the ownership of
the holders of those memories—a system which bolsters some memories while erasing others.
This chapter follows these stolen archives and their diverging fates, in terms of their legal status,
physical state, and in terms of the narratives that have been crafted around them. As a result, this
chapter not only views theft in terms of the loss experienced by the Palestinians, but also traces
how these materials have entered a new Israeli social world that robs them of their original
purpose. The researcher argues that the power of archival theft can be translated into a dual
policy: first, of total exclusion of Palestinian archives and the identity of their owners, and
second, of an “exclusionary integration” of those archives, but based on new conditions relating
to ownership, narrative, and access (in which the hegemonic society and its researches are
granted primary access as part of the process of producing knowledge about the Palestinians).
However, this chapter does not stop at deconstructing Zionist theft, but also extends its analysis
to the British Mandate’s policies towards the archives it produced, and how the Palestinians were
represented in those archives. Moreover, the withdrawal of the Mandate from Palestine
determined the future orientation of these materials, between destruction, expulsion, and

preservation. This part of the chapter presents a dialectical view of the meaning of the archival



origin of materials that have been expelled, and of the legal and moral implications inherent
within this meaning, which imposes itself on the Palestinians and their narrative, robbing them of
their voice. The final section of the chapter examines the archives of the Palestine Liberation
Organization and how it was subject to a duality of violence—from within the original power
that formed them, and from the view of Israeli archival power—shedding light on the effect that
their continued absence and the paltry efforts to retrieve them have had on Palestinian memory in
parallel with building a “Palestinian National Archive.”

In Chapter Three, the dissertation traces the Palestinians’ barriers to access to these archives and
the exclusion of the majority of them from the outset. It therefore goes beyond the regular legal
fields of censorship into the larger spaces of fragmentation and spatial separation and language
barriers. The chapter also examines the strategies of obstructing access within archival spaces, in
terms of indexing and digitization and the ideology of terminology, to those Palestinians that
were able to circumvent the external barriers to entry—at a time when the other side of the
struggle was given impeccable access to those same sources. We also examine the distinctive
logic of the ability to restrict access to archival materials along the lines of national identity and
ethnicity, which stands in contrast to the privileged knowledge enjoyed by researchers in the
dominant society, which they acquired from the secrets of those archives. We study the latter as a
process which produces the absence of the Nakba, the legitimacy of the state, and the continuous
reconstitution of the hegemonic historical narrative and popular consciousness, whether it be on
the level of the national struggle, or on the level of internal ethnic and ideological struggles. All
of these controversial deliberations produce a constant game of declassification and restriction,
the justifications for which we will analyze through references to the experiences of researchers

who have tried to gain access.

This study generally adopts the method of “along the grain,” flowing in the direction of archival
power and its violence and categorizations. The resulting is a survey of the political and legal
regimes that make up “the state” and its narrative pretensions, and even its requirements and
neuroses. In other words, tracing archival sites, which were produced for the purpose of
distorting the violence of the state and the existence of its colonial society, proposes an
alternative process of producing knowledge, through which the Nakba and its stolen memory
could be retrieved. With this, we may hear the murmur of Palestinian voices emanating from

those sources, such that those archives will always be altered by a change in the context of how



they were accessed or produced, which is reflected in the resulting historical narrative that may

even contradict archival power.
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